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    From the Executive Director’s Corner 

    Community Newsletter Update 
Building a Stronger Community Together 

Exciting things continue to happen at Lanett Housing Authority as we 

work to create new opportunities, strengthen our programs, and  sup-

port the long-term success of our residents.  We are committed to 

building a community where every family has access to resources that 

promote stability, growth, and self-sufficiency. 

Lanett Housing Authority recently applied for the Resident Opportuni-

ty and Self-Sufficiency (ROSS) Grant and the Youth Build Grant, and 

we are currently awaiting responses from the federal government.  

These grants would allow us to expand services that support education, 

job training, financial empowerment, and pathways toward greater in-

dependence for residents and youth within our community and the sur-

rounding areas.  We remain hopeful and optimistic about the possibili-

ties these opportunities could bring. 

Understanding RAD and Our New Process 

As part of our long-term planning, Lanett Housing Authority is also moving forward with the Rental Assis-
tance Demonstration (RAD) process.  RAD is a federal program that allows housing authorities to preserve 
and improve affordable housing by converting public housing units to a more stable and sustainable funding 
platform. 
 

What this means for residents: 
• Your housing remains affordable—rent continues to be based on income. 
• You keep the same rights and protections you have now under HUD. 
• The conversion allows us to access new funding for renovations, modernization, and long-term property 

improvement. 
• No one is displaced as part of the RAD process. 
  
Over the coming months, we will share updates, hold informational meetings, and provide clear communica-
tion so residents understand each step.  Our goal is to ensure transparency, protect resident rights, and 
strengthen the quality of housing for years to come. 

 
Looking Ahead to Summer Activities 

 
As we prepare for the warmer months, several activities are already being planned for our summer session.  
Our senior residents will have opportunities to enjoy outdoor activities such as fishing trips, gardening pro-
jects, and other gatherings that promote wellness, fellowship, and fun.  Additional youth and family activities 
will also be announced as we finalize our summer calendar.  Together, we are building a stronger, more con-
nected community—one that supports every resident and embraces new opportunities for growth and im-
provement. 
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The Housing Authority of the City of Lanett, Alabama, is governed by a five-member Board of Commission-

ers. The City’s Mayor appoints these individuals, who represent a diverse group of people from the communi-

ty. The Commissioners are responsible for overseeing and monitoring the fiscal management of the Agency 

and approving all policies. They also appoint an Executive Director, as needed, to administer the daily affairs 

of the Housing Authority. Board Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 5:00 p.m. (Meeting 

dates are subject to change.) 

Thank you, Commissioners, for your loyal and dedicated service to LHA! 

 

CURRENT MEMBERS 

Dr. Rose Wood, Chairperson 

Mrs. Phyllis Stiggers, Vice-Chairperson  

Mr. Herschel Allen 

Ms. Susan King, Resident 

 

Deborah Story, Executive Director  

dstory@lanetthousing.com  

Gary Belyeu, Accountant  

gbelyeu@lanetthousing.com 

Temekia Carr, Operational Manager 
 tcarr@lanetthousing.com 

 
Angela Johnson, Senior Property Manager  

ajohnson@lanetthousing.com 
 

Anita Ferrell-Bamby, Property Manager  
abamby@lanetthousing.com 

 
Deborah Brooks, Receptionist/Office Assistant  

dbrooks@lanetthousing.com 
 

Melissa Winston, Resident Activity Coordinator  
mwinston@lanetthousing.com 

 
Antonio Butler, Working Foreman 

 abutler@lanetthousing.com 
 

Kendall Goosby, Maintenance Technician  
 

Aubrey Hodge, Maintenance Technician Assistant 
 

    From the Commissioners’ Corner 

Our Community Team 
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2nd  Place Winner 

Mrs. Glenda Shelley  

3rd Place Winner 

Mrs. Chicora Ewing 

1st  Place Winner  

Mrs. Charlotte Sprayberry 

Christmas Decoration Winners 

 

Congratulations to our residents who participated in 

the Christmas Porch Decorating Contest! 

 

 Your creativity and festive spirit brightened our 

community and brought joy to everyone who 

passed by. Decorations from all four communities 

were beautifully displayed, making it difficult to 

choose the top three . In the end, the decision came 

down to whose porch captured the most holiday 

spirit. Thank you to everyone who helped spread 

joy throughout our communities this season. 
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Weekly Fellowship 
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    Black History  

 

“Those who are happiest are those who do the most for others.”  

       Booker T. Washington 

Mr. Anthony Talley is known as the $1 Thursday man.  He created 

$1 Thursday to show how small acts of giving can make a big dif-

ference.  By asking people to contribute just one dollar, he has 

helped families in need and inspired his community to support 

others.  He believes that many small gifts can create meaningful 

change.  His mission continues to remind people that everyone 

can be a blessing to someone else.  Sometimes all it takes is one 

dollar and a willing heart.  Mr. Talley has proven that generosity, 

unity, and small acts of kindness can change lives. 
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Black History     
Lanett City Schools— Black History Program  

The Lanett Black History Program was a powerful 

reenactment of key events that led up to the Civil 

Rights Movement, reminding us of the courage, 

sacrifice, and determination of those who fought  

for equality and justice. It was especially inspiring 

to see several children from our community take on 

important roles in bringing these historical moments 

to life.  We were proud to attend and support Kase-

lyn McLemore, one of our after-school program 

participants, who did a wonderful job. 

Also on display in the lobby was artwork created by 

several students, showcasing their creativity and 

their reflections on Black history and culture.  The 

display added a special touch to the program and 

highlighted the talents of the students. 

Pictured in the photo with our children are commu-

nity leaders whose accomplishments are also a part 

of Black history in our community.  Mrs. Jennifer 

Boyd, the first Black Superintendent of Lanett City 

Schools; Mr. Clifford Story, the winningest Black 

Head Football Coach and the first Black Athletic 

Director for Lanett City Schools; and Mrs. Nanette 

Carwell, a former resident of the Lanett Housing 

Authority who now serves as Principal of Lanett 

High School.  Her journey is a powerful example of 

perseverance, achievement, and the lasting impact 

of community support. Their presence servers as a 

reminder to our youth that greatness can grow right 

here in their own community.   

“Black History reminds us that greatness can rise 

from any community and that our stories matter.” 

    Unknown 



JAN-MAR 2026 | The Voice 8 

 

Midday Reflection 

Midday Reflection with Mrs. Deborah 

Brooks 

In the midst of our daily responsibilities, taking 

a brief moment to pause can bring clarity and 

renewed strength.  A midday reflection encour-

ages us to reset our mindset, express gratitude, 

and draw on inner desires, and perseverance.  

Whether through quiet thought or positive affir-

mation, this moment allows us to move forward 

with purpose and encouragement.  Hosted by 

Mrs. Deborah Brooks on the third Tuesday of 

each month at noon at the Crystal Springs 

Community Center, all residents are invited to 

take a moment to reflect, recharge, and continue 

the day with peace and determination. 

Strengthen Your Mind– Sharpen Your Focus 

Master of Memory is a six-lesson series that helps in-

dividuals  see how their actions affect their memory 

and how to assess it. The program also offers advice 

on dealing with things that can impact memory. By 

taking part, you can feel more confident and ready to 

use strategies to improve your memory.  

Join us for an engaging session designed to support 

memory, mental wellness, and lifelong learning.  We 

only have two more sessions left (Monday, March 30th, and 

Thursday, April 2nd at 2:00 pm). This class is offered 

through our partnership with the Alabama Extension 

Human Sciences Program and lead by Mrs. Regina 

Meadows, Human Service Extension Agent II, Health 

and Wellness Department.  

 

Mrs. Regina Meadows 

Master of Memory 

 

For additional resources, please visit 

www.aces.edu. 
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 Highlighting our Residents    

Starting the New Year Strong 

The new year is already off to a powerful start for 

one of our dedicated residents, Ms. Valerie Moore!  

Valerie has taken an important step toward her fu-

ture by enrolling at Southern Union State Communi-

ty College, one of our  adult education partners.  Va-

lerie being a candidate on the Non-Traditional High 

School Diploma pathway rather than the traditional 

GED route, positioned herself for even greater op-

portunities. 

Through this pathway, Valerie will have the oppor-

tunity to earn multiple certifications that will 

strengthen her employment prospects and support 

her journey toward greater self-sufficiency.  Her de-

termination reflects her long-term goal of becoming  

a homeowner and build a successful career.  She is 

already moving in the right direction. Most        

importantly, Valerie is setting a powerful example 

for her son and daughter through her perseverance 

and determination.   

The only thing Valerie has to do now is show up, 

stay focused, and actively engage.  Our agency 

proudly provides free transportation to and from 

classes, which are held Monday through Wednes-

day from 9:00 a.m. until noon.  Classes are taught 

by Mrs. Bolton, who shows genuine care and com-

mitment to her students’ success. 

A special thank you goes to Mrs. Alesia Lyles, 

IET Coordinator, and Mrs. Annie Gamill, 

Adult Education Student Case Manager, for 

supporting Valerie from day one.  The student ori-

entation they hosted was truly magnificent.  Hear-

ing the passion in their voices as they introduced 

the program and discussed the many opportunities 

it offers helped Valerie realize that this was her 

season to finally grasp hold of the one goal she had 

once set aside. 

Here at Lanett Housing Authority, we are incredi-

bly proud of you, Valerie, and we stand ready to 

support you every step of the way.  Keep shining! 

 

Ms. Valerie Moore 

Southern Union 

State  

Community College 

Home of the Bison 
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For Your Information (cont’d) 
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Ms. Valerie Moore 

 
 

OPEN TO AGES 6-13 

Transportation 

Provided 

FREE 

June 1, 2025- July 16, 2025 
Monday - Thursday 

9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

B & B Youth Development Center 

Hurry! 

Limited Space 

Snacks Provided 

Movies 

Field Trips 

Reading & Math 

Games 

Library 

And…So much 
MORE!!! 

For more information,  

contact us 

At 

334-644-5335  

or  

334-710-3837. 

For Your Information (cont’d) 
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Ms. Valerie Moore 

For Your Information (cont’d) 

Strategies to Help  

Secure Scholarships 

 Use a free scholarship search 

site such as Chegg, Fast-

web.com, or the U.S. News  

 Scholarship Finder 

 Check out local organizations 

and nonprofits 

 Contact colleges about Institu-

tional Scholarships 

 Earn a Merit Scholarship 

 Apply for scholarships based on 

specific college majors 

 Write an award-winning essay 

or video 

 Meet your deadlines 

 Find employment with compa-
nies that offer scholarships to 
employees or a child of an em-
ployee, such as Taco Bell, Chick-
fil-A, or Kroger 

 Complete your FAFSA applica-
tion promptly 

 

State-Sponsored Need-Based Programs  

• Alabama Student Assistance Program (ASAP): A state/

federal grant ranging from $300 to $5,000 per academic year. It is 

available to Alabama residents who are undergraduate students at 

nearly 80 participating institutions. Applicants must submit 

the  FAFSA to be considered. 

• College Counts Scholarship: Managed by the Alabama State 

Treasury, this program targets high school seniors and first-time 

freshmen with demonstrated financial need. 

 Award: $4,000 for four-year colleges; $2,000 for two-

 year colleges. 

 Requirements: Minimum 2.75 GPA and an ACT score 

 of 29 or below. 

 

Private and Nonprofit Scholarships  

• Alabama Opportunity Scholarship Fund (AOSF): Provides 

scholarships for K-12 children from low-income families, prior-

itizing those zoned for failing public schools. 

• Hagan Scholarship: A nationwide need-based merit scholar-

ship providing up to $60,000 ($7,500 per semester) to help high-

achieving rural students graduate debt-free. 

•  Jimmy Rane Foundation Scholarship: Provides up 

to $5,000 for students demonstrating leadership, community ser-

vice, and academic excellence alongside financial need.  

• Smith Scholarship Foundation: Offers up to $20,000 annually 

(ranging between $12,500 and $15,000 for many recipients) to 

help cover tuition, room, board, and books. It targets students 

who have contributed to their communities despite facing signif-

icant personal or financial challenges. 
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For Your Information (cont’d) 

mwinston@lanetthousing.com or (334) 644-5330 

 

Crystal Springs  

 Community Center 
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For Your Information (cont’d) 
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For Your Information (cont’d) 

 

Human 
Science 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Healthy 
Living 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal Financial  
Management 

               

mailto:aceshse@auburn.edu
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For Your Information (cont’d) 
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April 2026 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

After-School Tutoring 

3-5:30 pm/ 

Easter Lunch 

Elderly Easter Egg 

2 

Master of Memory 

@ 2:00 pm (CSCC)/ 

After-School Easter  

Egg Hunt 3-5:30 pm 

3 

Good Friday 

Office Closed 

4 

5 

Easter 

6 

Office Closed 

 

7 

After-School 

Tutoring 3-5:30 pm 

Summer Camp 

Registration/ 

Van Service 

8:30 am—4:30 pm 

8 

Soup for the Soul 

11:30 am-1 pm/ 

After-School 

Tutoring  3-5:30  pm/ 

Summer Camp 

Registration  

9 

After-School 

Tutoring 3-5:30 pm 

Summer Camp  

Registration/ 

Van Service 

8:30 am—4:30 pm 

10 

Last day to pay rent 

before late fee is  

applied 

11 

12 13 

After-School 

Tutoring 3-5:30 pm/ 

Trip to Opelika 

10:30 am—1 pm 

14 

Board Meeting 

@ 5 pm/ 

After-School 

Tutoring 3-5:30 pm/ 

Van Service 

8:30 am-4:30 pm 

15 

After-School 

Tutoring 3-5:30 pm/ 

Soup for the Soul 

11:30 am-1 pm 

16 

Resident Council 

Meeting @ 5 pm 

(CSCC)/ 

After-School 

Tutoring 3-5:30 pm/ 

Van Service 

8:30 am-4:30 pm 

17 18 

19 20 

After-School 

Tutoring 3-5:30 pm/ 

Game Day 

10 am-1 pm 

21 

Midday Reflection 

With Mrs. D. Brooks 

@ noon (CSCC)/ 

After-School 

Tutoring  3-5:30  

pm/ 

Van Service 

22 

Soup for the Soul 

11:30 am-1 pm/ 

After-School 

Tutoring 3-5:30 pm 

3-5:30 pm 

23 

After-School 

Tutoring 3-5:30 pm/ 

West Point Lake-

Kickball/ 

Van Service 

8:30 am-4:30 pm 

24 25 

26 27 

After-School 

Tutoring 3-5:30 pm/ 

Trip to LaGrange 

10 am-1 pm 

28 

After-School 

Tutoring 3-5:30 pm/ 

Van Service 

8:30 am-4:30 pm 

 

 

29 

Soup for the Soul  

11:30 am-1 pm 

After-School Tutoring 

3-5:30 pm 

30 

After-School  

Tutoring 

3-5:30 pm 

Van Service  

8:30 am-4:30 pm 

  

Notes 

Transportation will be provided for residents ages 16-24 participating in the GED/Dual Enrollment Classes at Southern 

Union Community College Valley Campus on Monday – Wednesday from 9:00 am – 12:00 noon. 

Midday Reflection with Mrs. Deborah Brooks every 3rd Tuesday at noon at CSCC. 

Master of Memory, hosted by the Alabama Extension Human Sciences Program, on April 2 at 2:00 pm at Crystal Springs 

Community Center (CSCC). 
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May  2026 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 

 

4 

After-School 

Tutoring 3-5:30pm/ 

Game Day 

10 am-1 pm  

Bingo (CSCC) 

 

 

5 

After-School 

Tutoring 3-5:30 pm 

Van Service 

8:30 am—4:30 pm 

6 

After-School 

Tutoring  3-5:30  pm/ 

Soup for the Soul 

11:30 am-1 pm 

7 

After-School 

Tutoring 3-5:30 pm 

Summer Camp  

Registration/ 

Van Service 

8:30 am—4:30 pm 

8 

Last day to pay rent 

before late fee 

9 

10 

Mother’s 

Day 

11 

After-School 

Tutoring 3-5:30 pm/ 

Trip to Opelika 

10:30 am—1 pm 

12 

Board Meeting 

@ 5 pm/ 

After-School 

Tutoring 3-5:30 pm/ 

Van Service 

8:30 am-4:30 pm 

13 

After-School 

Tutoring 3-5:30 pm/ 

Soup for the Soul 

11:30 am-1 pm 

14 

Resident Council 

Meeting @ 5 pm 

(CSCC)/ 

After-School 

Tutoring 3-5:30 pm/ 

Van Service 

15 16 

17 18 

After-School 

Tutoring 3-5:30 pm/ 

Game Day 

10 am-1 pm 

19 

Midday Reflection 

With Mrs. D. Brooks 

@ noon (CSCC)/ 

After-School 

Tutoring  3-5:30  

pm/ 

Van Service 

8:30 am-4:30 pm 

20 

After-School 

Tutoring 3-5:30 pm 

3-5:30 pm/ 

Soup for the Soul 

11:30 am-1 pm 

21 

After-School 

Tutoring 3-5:30 pm/ 

West Point Lake-

Kickball/ 

Van Service 

8:30 am-4:30 pm 

22 23 

24 

 

 

31 

25 

After-School 

Tutoring 3-5:30 pm/ 

Trip to LaGrange 

10 am-1 pm 

26 

After-School 

Tutoring 3-5:30 pm/ 

Van Service 

8:30 am-4:30 pm 

 

 

27 

After-School Tutoring 

3-5:30 pm/ 

Soup for the Soul  

11:30 am-1 pm 

28 

After-School  

Tutoring 

3-5:30 pm 

Van Service  

8:30 am-4:30 pm 

29 30 

Notes 

Transportation will be provided for residents ages 16-24 participating in the GED/Dual Enrollment Classes at Southern 

Union Community College Valley Campus on Monday – Wednesday from 9:00 am – 12:00 noon. 

Midday Reflection with Mrs. Deborah Brooks every 3rd Tuesday at noon at CSCC. 
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June  2026 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

1st Day of Sum-

mer Camp 

9 am-2 pm/ 

Game Day  

10 am—1 pm 

2 

Summer Camp 

9 am-2 pm/ 

Van Service 

8:30 am-4:30 pm 

3 

Summer Camp 

9 am-2 pm/ 

Soup for the Soul 

11 am-1 pm 

4 
Summer Camp 

9 am-2 pm 

(Field Trip)/ 

Van Service 

8:30 am-4:30 pm 

 

5 6 

7 

 

8 
Summer Camp 

9 am-2 pm/ 

Trip to Opelika 

10:30 am—1 pm 

 

 

9 
Board Meeting 

@ 5 pm/ 

Summer Camp 

9 am—2 pm/ 

Van Service 

8:30 am—4:30 pm 

10 
Summer Camp 

9 am—2 pm/ 

Soup for the Soul 

11:30 am-1 pm/ 

Last day to pay rent 

before late fee is  

applied 

11 
Summer Camp 

9 am—2 pm ( Field 

Trip)/ 

Van Service 

8:30 am—4:30 pm 

12 

 

13 

14 

 

15 
Summer Camp 

9 am—2pm/ 

Game Day 

10 am—1 pm 

16 
Summer Camp 

9 am—2 pm/ 

Van Service 

8:30 am-4:30 pm 

 

17 
Summer Camp 

9 am—2 pm/ 

Soup for the Soul 

11:30 am-1 pm 

18 
Office Close at 1 pm 

19 

Juneteenth 

Office Closed 

20 

21 

 

Father’s 

Day 

22 
Summer Camp 

9 am—2 pm/ 

Trip to LaGrange 

9 am—1 pm 

23 
Midday Reflection 

With Mrs. D. Brooks 

@ noon (CSCC)/ 

Summer Camp 

9 am– 2 pm/ 

Van Service 

8:30 am-4:30 pm 

 

24 

Summer Camp 

9-am– 2 pm/ 

Soup for the Soul 

11:30 am-1 pm 

25 
Summer Camp 

9 am—2 pm (Field 

Trip)/ 

Van Service 

8:30 am-4:30 pm 

26 27 

28 

 

 

 

29 
Summer Camp 

9 am—2 pm/ 

Trip to LaGrange 

10 am-1 pm 

30 
Summer Camp 

9 am—2 pm/ 

Van Service 

8:30 am-4:30 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Notes 

Transportation will be provided for residents ages 16-24 participating in the GED/Dual Enrollment Classes at Southern 

Union Community College Valley Campus on Monday – Wednesday from 9:00 am – 12:00 noon. 

Midday Reflection with Mrs. Deborah Brooks every 3rd Tuesday at noon at Crystal Springs Community Center (CSCC). 
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The Lanett Housing Authority does not discriminate against any person for employment or 

housing because of race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability, or familial status. 


